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Prof. Hajime Koizume

Board Chairman

Nigata International Food Asvard Foundation
JAPAN

Dear Er. Ratzume,
PARTICPATION I THE BUCATA INTERNATIONAL FOO0 AWARD
Creetings from Acora and | hope this nate finds you weil

On behalf my Wife and delegation whao accompanied me to the awards ceremaony, | would Bke
o extend our sincere gratitude to you al for making our trip such a great sccess,

Permit me to express the humilty and gratitude with which | accept the 1° Migata
Intemational Food Award. This award sgnifies lapan's recagrition of Adrica’s contribution to
the global effort to combat hunger, paverty and establish food security. it is indeed an honour
ot oty b Adricans, but ba 3l persons imvalved in some way in these effors.

Let me also extend my cangratulitions to Japan, in particular the team at JICA for the
achievements made with the CASD initiative. This encourages all of us with a role in agricutsure
research for dewelopment to continue to pursue owr respective missions rigorously to
establish focd security and reduce powerty in Africa and the world at large.

Be assured that regardless of the challenges to agricultural development we will continue
striving to make a posttive impact on the bvefihoods of cur pecple.

The awards ceremony itself was flawless and full of dignity. The presence of such an august
adience was truty hermbling. | will in particular express my profound gratitude through youto
the Mayor of Nigata for taking time off his busy schedule to be personally present at all the
activities during this evere.

On this note, | want to sincerely thank you and your team, for the resourcefulness and
efficiency shown in arranging the various activities over the two days of the award ceremony.
Thank you once agaim for the very warm and haspitable recepsion given to us. 'We lock
forward to a frusful and lasting relstionship in owr quess to make a difference in the World,

Sincerely,
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